I,

|

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW

¥SC BRIEFING NOTES

Approved For Release 2008/07/02 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000400030027-1

VESTERY DIVISION
30 November 1954

¥HE 36 NOVEMBER STATE ELECTIONS IN BAVARIA AND HESSE

The Bavaria and Hesse state elesctions (28 November) show

these dewvelopments:

A,

C.

b.

Up to closing days, campsigns plugged mostly local issues.

1. Beligiom in cﬁaﬁxtiﬁa

2. Local governsent scandals

3. Treatmeat of displaced persons

4. Ralease of prisoners of War and ¥War criminsals

Issue of Chamcellor Adensuer's foreignm policies entered

canpaign toward ead. |

1. Reaults generslly susteined Adensuer on foreign
policy, rearmamsnt. 25X

3, Ademamwer's rebellious coslition partners, the Free
Demotrats and the Refugee Party, failed to administer
the sharp resbuke to his policy om the Sasr that they
had hoped.

3, Social Demotrats < major opponents rearmament - dida't
improve position.

While there were slight increases in the Communist vote,

thene increases were not siganificant emough to enable

the Communists to obtain representation in either Hesae

or Bavaria.

Although Adeaauer's Christian Democrats did less well

than in the 1983 national elections, they showed gains

over their vote in the previous state elections in 18350,

0T

Approved For Release 2008/07/02 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000400030027-1 I



|

e Approved For Release 2008/07/02 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000400030027-1

E.

The composition of the Bundesrat (Upper House) will
sot be affected to the detriment of Ademausr's coalitiom,

1z, Bavarian State Elections:

A,

B,

C.

The Christiasn Democrats have estsblished s clearly
minaat position in Bavaria. It now seems probable
tﬁnt the coalition goverament of the Christian Democrats
and Social wt“ will) eontinwe until 1938,

Of the other parties in Adensuer's coalition the
Refugee Party showed slight gaima sud the Free Demo-
eratic Party, which based much of its campatgn on
opposition to the Sssr agreemsnt, falled to increase
its vote,

The Social Democrats barely naintained their voting
strength in the election,

113, fesse State Rlections:

A,

B,

[
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Attacks on Adenawer's foreigs policy and opposition to
rearsament in fAesse came mainly from the Socialisis,
The Free Democrats bad informally agreed to play down
isgues dividing themselves from the Christian Demccrats
in order to campaign more effectively against the
Socialists, '

The Social Bemocrats lost their previcus majority in
the Landteg,
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The Christian Democrats have improved their position
enough in Hemse to imcrease the possidbility of over-
throwing the Socialist goverameut there,

1.

2,

Thin could be done with the cooperation of the
¥Free Democrats and the Refugee Party. (24 plus
21 plus 7 seats « 52 out of total of 96 seats)

A more likely combimation, however, would be 2
caalition of the SocAalists and Refugee Party
(44 plus 7 seats = 51 out of total of 96 mseats)
Although the Refugee Party cooperated with the
Socialists in the campaign and bas, on numerous
occasions, supported it Aa the Landtag, it could
be pressured by its national organizatiom into

supporting & Christian Democcratic-Pree Demccratic

coalition,

I¥. The West Berlip election of 5 December is expected to

result in a stable coalition of the Christian Democrats

and Social Democrais,

A,

B.

The death of Mayor Reuter ian September 1953 ended the

grand coaslition of Christian Democrats, Socialists
and Free Democrats whach he had headed mince 1945,

1,

A new coalitioa, headed by Christisn Democratic

Nayor Walther Schreiber, and comprised of Christian

Penocrats and Free Democrats, has been in office
siace December 1953,
The Socialisis went into the opposition.

In the 5 December slection the Bocial Democrats are

expected 1o maintain their pegg.tion 28 the largest
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party in West Berlin but will probably pot regsim the

majority which they lost in 1950.

1. The Socialists have & traditionslily well-disciplined
organisation; they are backed by orgnitad 1abor
whose suppoert gor Adsnsuer’'s policies is jess solid
than it was two years 8g0.

a2, Beportedly doing gquiet doer=-to-door slectioneering.

3. presd-and~-butter sgsues plsy s wore important role
ip West Berlin politics now that the period of
saargency prought on bY the blockade has passed,

4, BSoeislist ieader Otto Suhr bopes ic pecome mayor if
the Christian m::tic-sochlht coalition is
established.

C. The Christian PemocTats are expected to imcrease their
strengih considersbly over the 1950 election.

-1, Mayor Walther gSchreiber's noderately progressive
administration, nas been popular in West Berlins.

2. jrresponsible pehavior of the coalition Free
Ppemocyatic Party will probably ensble the Christian
pemocrats to win soné Pree Democratic votes.

p. The Free Demperats are expecied 10O 1ose much of thelir
right-wing support to the German Party, which has 2
chance of ebtaining the secessary five percent of the
total voie nseded for nprcnatatian in the Berlins
fouse of ltwuantathw. |

1, The Yest Berlin German Party, with & néstory of

right-wing radicalise, 25X1

SR 25X1
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2, It bas receantly become more openly nationalistic
and neo-Nasi in its behavior, |

3. Imcidents at its meetings involving =mistreatment
of foreign press officials have evoked a resolu-
tion of censure from the Berlin House of
Representatives, ‘

4., If the German Party should obtain representation,
it could be of considerable nuisance value and
2 target for Soviet and East German propaganda
attacks on West Berlin's government,

The Socialist Unity Party, umder the direction of the

Esst Germmn Communists, is not expected to obtain

any representation in the legislature,

There is actually little difference between the foreign

and dJomestic policy positioms of moderate elements of

the Christian Democratic Party and the Socialists, and

ieaders of both parties are reportedly looking toiward

to the establishment of a joiat coalition for the next

four years,

—SEBRET

- 8
Approved For Release 2008/07/02 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000400030027-1




